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desire on the part of the British to interfere in the
domestic affairs of Afghanistan seemed to increase
with it. The Amir took the subsidy offered him.
He firmly refused, however, to allow a British
Mission to be established in Kabul. He knew that
such a step would lead to a revolt among his
own subjects, who were bitterly hostile to Britain
because of the hatred left behind by the two
Afghan wars.
Habibullah, who succeeded Abdurrahman as
Amir, was able only with the greatest difficulty to
prevent an outbreak of hostilities against Britain
during the World War.
In the end, Habibullah was murdered, and in
1919 the Afghan army chiefs marched into British
territory in North India, calling on the Frontier
tribes to join them. The destruction of the Ottoman
Empire by the Allies had roused the Muslims
everywhere into an attitude of revolt, and the Afghan
leaders fully hoped to find support in India as well
as on the Frontier. But this was not forthcoming.
The struggle itself was rapidly concluded, and when
an armistice was called, the terms of peace offered
by Great Britain were liberal. Afghanistan gamed
her complete independence from British control and
became a sovereign State. Since that time, in spite
of internal disorder, she has proved a much more
friendly neighbour than during the years when she
was receiving a subsidy from Great Britain and was
being kept in a semi-dependent condition.
The history of those recent years is instructive.